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1
IMAGE CAPTURE APPARATUS SENSING
IMAGE CAPTURING CONDITION, IMAGE
PROCESSING METHOD, AND STORAGE
MEDIUM

This application is based on and claims the benefit of
priority from Japanese Patent Application No. 2013-163232,
filed on 6 Aug. 2013, the content of which is incorporated
herein by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to an image capture appara-
tus, an image capture method, and a storage medium.

2. Related Art

Photography has recently improved with technologies
such as continuous compositing like HDR (High Dynamic
Range imaging) even when a condition in which it is difficult
to discern an image capture condition (a state of a photo-
graphing composition, a focus, a subject, and the like) on a
live view screen such as a scene against the light and a night
scene.

However, there may be a case in which photographing
cannot be conducted at the image captured condition as
desired due to the live view screen being unable to be dis-
cerned.

Furthermore, recently, there may also be a case in which,
for example, when trying to photograph a scene from evening
scene to night scene using time-lapse photography to perform
low speed photography, a live view screen cannot be dis-
cerned in a backlight in the sunset upon setting an angle of
field before photographing, a result of which the angle of field
is different from the photographing composition (image cap-
ture condition) that the user has imagined when lights turn on
in the night scene. For example, as in Unexamined Japanese
Patent Application, Publication No. 2010-187200, a technol-
ogy has been disclosed for performing guidance display of
functions in response to image capture conditions.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

An image capture apparatus according to the first aspect of
the present invention includes: an output unit that sequen-
tially outputs and displays captured images on a display
screen; a determination unit that determines whether it is
difficult to identity a capturing condition of the captured
image that is sequentially outputted and displayed by the
output unit by way of visual recognition of the display screen;
and an execution unit that, in a case in which the determina-
tion unit determines that it is difficult to identify the capturing
condition in the captured image by way of visual recognition
of the display screen, displays a guidance relating to the
capturing condition on the display screen or executes correc-
tion processing on the captured image.

An image capture method according to the second aspect
of the present invention includes: an output step of sequen-
tially outputting and displaying captured images on a display
screen; a determination step of determining whether it is
difficult to identity a capturing condition of the captured
image that is sequentially outputted and displayed by the
output step by way of visual recognition of the display screen;
and an execution step of, in a case in which the determination
step determines that it is difficult to identify the capturing
condition in the captured image by way of visual recognition
of the display screen, displaying a guidance relating to the
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capturing condition on the display screen or executing cor-
rection processing on the captured image.

A non-transitory storage medium encoded with a com-
puter-readable program, according to the third aspect of the
present invention, that enables a computer controlling an
image capture apparatus to execute: an output function for
sequentially outputting and displaying captured images on a
display screen; a determination function for determining
whether it is difficult to identify a capturing condition of the
captured image that is sequentially outputted and displayed
by the output function by way of visual recognition of the
display screen; and an execution function for, in a case in
which the determination function determines that it is difficult
to identify the capturing condition in the captured image by
way of visual recognition of the display screen, displaying a
guidance relating to the capturing condition on the display
screen or executing correction processing on the captured
image. The above and further objects and novel features of the
present invention will more fully appear from the following
detailed description when the same is read in conjunction
with the accompanying drawings. It is to be expressly under-
stood, however, that the drawings are for the purpose of
illustration only and are not intended as a definition of the
limits of the invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing a hardware configura-
tion of an image capture apparatus according to an embodi-
ment of the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a functional block diagram showing a functional
configuration for executing image capture processing among
functional configurations of the image capture apparatus of
FIG. 1,

FIGS. 3A and 3B are schematic diagrams showing a guid-
ance executed in first horizon maintaining assistance process-
ing;

FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram showing horizontal trim-
ming executed in second horizon maintaining assistance pro-
cessing;

FIG. 5 is a flowchart showing a flow of the image capture
processing executed by the image capture apparatus of FIG. 1
having the functional configuration of FIG. 2;

FIG. 6 is a flowchart illustrating a detailed flow of first
horizon maintaining assistance processing in the image cap-
ture processing; and

FIG. 7 is a flowchart illustrating a detailed flow of second
horizon maintaining assistance processing in the image cap-
ture processing.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

In the following, embodiments of the present invention are
explained with reference to the drawings.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing a hardware configura-
tion of an image capture apparatus 1 according to an embodi-
ment of the present invention.

The image capture apparatus 1 is configured as, for
example, a digital camera.

The image processing apparatus 1 includes a CPU (Central
Processing Unit) 11, ROM (Read Only Memory) 12, RAM
(Random Access Memory) 13, a bus 14, an input/output
interface 15, an image capture unit 16, an acceleration sensor
17, an input unit 18, an output unit 19, a storage unit 20, a
communication unit 21, and a drive 22.
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The CPU 11 executes various processing according to pro-
grams that are recorded in the ROM 12, or programs that are
loaded from the storage unit 20 to the RAM 13.

The RAM 13 also stores data and the like necessary for the
CPU 11 to execute the various processing, as appropriate.

The CPU 11, the ROM 12 and the RAM 13 are connected
to one another via the bus 14. The input/output interface 15 is
also connected to the bus 14. The image capture unit 16, the
acceleration sensor 17, the input unit 18, the output unit 19,
the storage unit 20, the communication unit 21, and the drive
22 are connected to the input/output interface 15.

The image capture unit 16 includes an optical lens unit and
an image sensor, which are not shown.

In order to photograph a subject, the optical lens unit is
configured by a lens such as a focus lens and a zoom lens for
condensing light.

The focus lens is a lens for forming an image of'a subject on
the light receiving surface of the image sensor. The zoom lens
is a lens that causes the focal length to freely change in a
certain range.

The optical lens unit also includes peripheral circuits to
adjust setting parameters such as focus, exposure, white bal-
ance, and the like, as necessary.

The image sensor is configured by an optoelectronic con-
version device, an AFE (Analog Front End), and the like.

The optoelectronic conversion device is configured by a
CMOS (Complementary Metal Oxide Semiconductor) type
of'optoelectronic conversion device and the like, for example.
Light incident through the optical lens unit forms an image of
a subject in the optoelectronic conversion device. The opto-
electronic conversion device optoelectronically converts (i.e.
captures) the image of the subject, accumulates the resultant
image signal for a predetermined time interval, and sequen-
tially supplies the image signal as an analog signal to the AFE.

The AFE executes a variety of signal processing such as
A/D (Analog/Digital) conversion processing of the analog
signal. The variety of signal processing generates a digital
signal that is output as an output signal from the image cap-
ture unit 16.

Such an output signal of the image capture unit 16 is
hereinafter referred to as “data of captured images”. Data of
an image is supplied to the CPU 11, an image processing unit
(not shown), and the like as appropriate. Furthermore, with
respectto data of captured images in the present embodiment,
data of “live view image” refers to data of captured images
that, in order to perform a live view display for assistance in
photography, upon starting processing of photography in the
input unit 18 or starting live view display, is captured by the
image capture unit 16, then temporarily stored in the storage
unit 20, and sequentially outputted to be displayed on the
output unit 19. On the other hand, captured images that are
captured under a photographing condition set in advance in
the image capture unit 16 by a photographing operation to the
input unit 18 and stored in the storage unit 20 are simply
referred to as data of “captured images”.

The acceleration sensor 17 is configured so as to be able to
detect the speed and acceleration of the image capture appa-
ratus 1. Based on the speed and acceleration detected at the
acceleration sensor 17, it is possible to detect the posture of
the image capture apparatus 1 with respect to the horizontal
direction and the vertical direction. For example, detection
with respect to the horizontal direction is performed by
detecting whether the orientation of gravitational accelera-
tion is directed downward at the center of the image capture
apparatus 1. Therefore, at least X-axis and Y-axis acceleration
sensors are used as the acceleration sensor 17 in the present
embodiment.
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The input unit 18 is configured by various buttons and the
like, and inputs a variety of information in accordance with
instruction operations by the user.

The output unit 19 is configured by the display unit, a
speaker, and the like, and outputs images and sound.

The storage unit 20 is configured by DRAM (Dynamic
Random Access Memory) or the like, and stores data of
various images.

The communication unit 21 controls communication with
other devices (not shown) via networks including the Internet.

A removable medium 31 composed of a magnetic disk, an
optical disk, a magneto-optical disk, semiconductor memory
orthelike is installed in the drive 22, as appropriate. Programs
that are read via the drive 22 from the removable medium 31
are installed in the storage unit 20, as necessary. Similarly to
the storage unit 20, the removable medium 31 can also store
a variety of data such as the image data stored in the storage
unit 20.

With such a configuration of the image capture apparatus 1,
if a live view image that cannot be visually recognized well at
the output unit 19 is displayed, the image capture apparatus 1
has a function of performing electronic processing to assist
photographing.

Here, “electronic processing” refers to processing of
assisting photographing in a case in which appropriate pho-
tographing cannot be performed with information from only
a live view image that cannot be discerned well by the naked
eye, but can be discerned by an imaging element.

The electronic processing in the present embodiment refers
to processing of a guidance that provides an appropriate pho-
tographing position and trimming processing (more specifi-
cally, horizontal trimming processing) that provides captured
images that are trimmed to be an image produced by appro-
priate photographing even if the images are produced by
photographing at an inappropriate photographing position.

Furthermore, “a case in which appropriate photographing
cannot be performed with information from only a live view
image” refers to a condition in which a live view image
displayed cannot be visually recognized well by a user such as
night scene, backlight, a condition in which a subjectin a live
view image cannot be discerned well by the naked eye, or the
like. It should be noted that the condition in which a subject in
a live view image cannot be discerned well depends on the
photographing environment or individual visual perfor-
mance. Therefore, in the present embodiment, settings can be
arbitrarily made.

FIG. 2 is a functional block diagram showing a functional
configuration for executing image capture processing among
the functional configurations of the image capture apparatus
1.

Image capture processing refers to a sequence of process-
ing of photographing with assistance for maintaining a hori-
zontal state in a case in which a live view screen cannot be
discerned well in the photographing environment.

If executing the image capture processing, a live view
image acquisition unit 51, a live view display control unit 52,
a first horizon maintaining assistance processing unit 53, an
image capture control unit 54, a captured image acquisition
unit 55, a second horizon maintaining assistance processing
unit 56, and a storage control unit 57 function in the CPU 11.

Furthermore, an image storage unit 71 is provided at an
area in the storage unit 20.

Image data is stored in the image storage unit 71. More
specifically, in the image storage unit 71, a live view image
captured at the image capture unit 16 and data of a processed
image of a captured image are stored.
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The live view image acquisition unit 51 acquires a live view
image from the image capture unit 16 and outputs to the
image storage unit 71. The live view image is temporarily
stored in the image storage unit 71.

The live view display control unit 52 sequentially outputs
to display the live view image that is temporarily stored in the
image storage unit 71 to the output unit 19.

The first horizon maintaining assistance processing unit 53
executes first horizon maintaining assistance processing.
“First horizon maintaining assistance processing” refers to a
sequence of processing of performing a guidance (electronic
leveling instrument display and detected profile line identifi-
cation and display) in a condition in which a live view image
cannot be discerned well.

More specifically, the first horizon maintaining assistance
processing unit 53 acquires posture information and the like
from the acceleration sensor 17 to detect the horizontal state.
Furthermore, the first horizon maintaining assistance pro-
cessing unit 53 analyzes a live view image, determines a
photographing condition and, in a case in which the live view
image cannot be discerned well, controls the output unit 19 to
perform a guidance.

Here, guidance executed in the first horizon maintaining
assistance processing is explained.

FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram showing a guidance
executed in the first horizon maintaining assistance process-
ing.

The guidance is, for example, a display serving as a guide
for photography when live view display cannot be discerned
well at a time before night scene, in a backlight, or the like.

In the present embodiment, the guidance includes “elec-
tronic leveling instrument display” and “detected profile line
identification and display”.

“Displaying an electronic leveling instrument™ displays a
horizontal reference line showing a horizontal position on a
live view screen.

More specifically, as shown in FIG. 3A, “electronic level-
ing instrument display” displays a horizontal reference line
g1 on a screen d on which a live view image 1p is displayed.
From the example of FIG. 3A, it can be recognized that the
position relationship with the frame of the screen shifted, and
the image capture apparatus 1 is leaning to the left. If a user
wants to photograph in a horizontal state, the user photo-
graphs by correcting a position of the apparatus with the
horizontal reference line gl as a guide.

Furthermore, “detected profile line identification and dis-
play” displays a detected profile line by detecting a horizontal
line or a horizon or a profile of a subject having a high contrast
ratio such as a subject silhouette and the like that cannot be
discerned well by the naked eye, but can be discerned by the
imaging element.

More specifically, as shown in FIG. 3B, “detected profile
line identification and display” displays a detected profile line
g2 of a subject having a high contrast ratio detected by ana-
lyzing the live view image 1p on the screen d on which the live
view image 1p is displayed. From the example of FIG. 3B, it
is found that the apparatus is leaning to the left with respect to
the horizontal reference line gl similarly to FIG. 3A, and the
detected profile line g2 is positioned in a horizontal state
similarly to the horizontal reference line gl. If the user wants
to photograph in a state similar to the lean of a subject
detected, the user photographs by correcting a position of the
apparatus with the horizontal reference line g2 as a guide.

It should be noted that, in the present embodiment, the live
view display, the electronic leveling instrument display, and
the detected profile line identification and display are simul-
taneously performed.
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Furthermore, in FIGS. 3A and 3B, although the horizontal
reference line gl is shown in a dash line and the detected
profile line g2 is shown in a dashed-dotted line in the present
embodiment, the present invention is not limited thereto. The
horizontal reference line gl and the detected profile line g2
are acceptable so long as easily identified and discerned by
user, and different kinds of line and different colors can also
be available. For example, it can be configured so that the
horizontal reference line gl is set in the color red and the
detected profile line g2 is set in the color green, which is the
opponent color.

With reference to FIG. 2 again, in response to an image
capture operation from the input unit 18, the image capture
control unit 54 controls the image capture unit 16 to perform
photographing with predetermined settings.

The captured image acquisition unit 55 acquires data of
captured images captured by the image capture unit 16 under
the control of the image capture control unit 54. The captured
image acquisition unit 55 outputs and causes the data of the
captured image thus acquired to be stored in the image storage
unit 71.

The second horizon maintaining assistance processing unit
56 executes second horizon maintaining assistance process-
ing. “Second horizon maintaining assistance processing”
refers to a sequence of processing of producing a processed
image by performing horizontal trimming on a captured
image when not photographed in a horizontal state.

More specifically, the second horizon maintaining assis-
tance processing unit 56 acquires posture information and the
like of'the apparatus from the acceleration sensor 17 to detect
the horizontal state. Furthermore, the second horizon main-
taining assistance processing unit 56 produces a processed
image by cutting a portion of an image from a captured image
acquired from the image storage unit 71 so that the image is
set in the horizontal state thus detected. Thereafter, the second
horizon maintaining assistance processing unit 56 outputs the
processed image to the image storage unit 57.

The horizontal trimming is described here.

FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram showing the horizontal trim-
ming executed in the second horizon maintaining assistance
processing.

As shown in FIG. 4, regarding the horizontal trimming,
trimming processing is performed on a captured image op so
that an upper side and a lower side of a trimming frame of'the
captured image are set in parallel as horizontal. An image ip
on which the horizontal trimming was performed is made to
be an image similar to an image photographed in the horizon-
tal state, even if that image was photographed with the appa-
ratus leaning. In other words, it is possible to acquire an image
photographed in the horizontal state even if photographing
with the apparatus not in the horizontal state by performing
horizontal trimming automatically on a captured image.

With reference to FIG. 2 again, the storage control unit 57
causes the image storage unit 71 to store a processed image
outputted from the second horizon maintaining assistance
processing unit 56.

Next, the flow of image capture processing executed by the
image capture apparatus 1 of FIG. 1 having the functional
configuration of FIG. 2 will be described.

FIG. 5 is a flowchart illustrating the flow of image capture
processing executed by the image capture apparatus 1 of FIG.
1 having the functional configuration of FIG. 2.

The image capture processing starts by an operation by a
user on the input unit 18. When the image capture processing
starts, in accordance with instructions from the CPU 11, the
image capture unit 16 is controlled and capturing a live view
image starts.



US 9,160,928 B2

7

In Step S1, the live view display control unit 52 causes the
outputunit 19 to display a live view screen. In other words, the
live view image is outputted and displayed at the output unit
19.

More specifically, the live view image acquisition unit 51
acquires the live view image outputted from the image cap-
ture unit 16. Then, the live view image acquisition unit 51
outputs the live view image thus acquired and temporarily
stores it in the image storage unit 71. Thereafter, the live view
display control unit 52 controls the output unit 19 to output
and display the live view image stored in the image storage
unit 71.

In Step S2, the first horizon maintaining assistance pro-
cessing unit 53 executes the first horizon maintaining assis-
tance processing. The detailed flow of the first horizon main-
taining assistance processing executed by the first horizon
maintaining assistance processing unit 53 is described later.

In Step S3, the CPU 11 determines whether there was a
photographing operation.

If'there was not a photographing operation, it is determined
as NO in Step S3 and the processing enters a standby state that
waits for a photographing operation.

On the other hand, if there was a photographing operation,
it is determined as YES in Step S3, and the processing
advances to Step S4.

In Step S4, the first horizon maintaining assistance pro-
cessing unit 53 clears the electronic leveling instrument dis-
play and detected profile line identification and display. In
other words, the first horizon maintaining assistance process-
ing unit 53 erases the electronic leveling instrument display
and detected profile line identification and display on the
screen of the output unit 19.

In Step S5, the captured image acquisition unit 55 acquires
a captured image. More specifically, since the photographing
operation is inputted to the input unit 18 in Step S3, the image
capture control unit 54 controls the image capture unit 16 to
capture a captured image. As a result of this, the captured
image captured with a predetermined setting is outputted
from the image capture unit 16 and the captured image acqui-
sition unit 55 acquires a captured image. Thereafter, the cap-
tured image acquisition unit 55 outputs the captured image to
the second horizon maintaining processing unit 56.

In Step S6, the second horizon maintaining assistance pro-
cessing unit 56 executes the second horizon maintaining
assistance processing. With such a configuration, a processed
image that is an image produced by performing horizontal
trimming on a captured image is generated. The detailed flow
of the second horizon maintaining assistance processing
executed by the second horizon maintaining assistance pro-
cessing unit 56 is described later.

In Step S7, the CPU 11 determines whether photographing
ended. In other words, the CPU 11, for example, determines
whether there was an operation for ending photographing.

If photographing has not ended, it is determined as NO in
Step S7 and the processing returns to Step S5.

On the other hand, if photographing ended, it is determined
as YES in Step S7 and the processing advances to Step S8.

In Step S8, the storage control unit 57 causes the image
storage unit 71 to store a processed image.

Then, the image capture processing ends.

FIG. 6 is a flowchart illustrating the detailed flow of first
horizon maintaining assistance processing in the image cap-
ture processing.

In Step S21, the first horizon maintaining assistance pro-
cessing unit 53 identifies a photographed scene. More spe-
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cifically, the first horizon maintaining assistance processing
unit 53 analyzes a live view image and identifies the photo-
graphed scene.

In Step S22, the first horizon maintaining assistance pro-
cessing unit 53 determines whether it is difficult to discern a
live view screen. In other words, the first horizon maintaining
assistance processing unit 53 determines whether the photo-
graphed scene corresponds to a scene that cannot be dis-
cerned well by a user (for example, a scene before night scene
or in backlight).

If it is determined that it is not difficult to discern the live
view screen, it is determined as NO in Step S22, and the first
horizon maintaining assistance processing ends.

On the other hand, if it is determined that it is difficult to
discern the live view screen, it is determined as YES in Step
S22 and the processing advances to Step S23.

In Step S23, the first horizon maintaining assistance pro-
cessing unit 53 detects the horizontal state. In other words, the
first horizon maintaining assistance processing unit 53
detects the horizontal state based on posture information
acquired from the acceleration sensor 17.

In Step S24, the first horizon maintaining assistance pro-
cessing unit 53 performs the electronic leveling instrument
display. More specifically, as shown in FIG. 3A, the first
horizon maintaining assistance processing unit 53 displays
the horizontal reference line gl as a guidance on the screen d
displaying the live view image.

In Step S25, the first horizon maintaining assistance pro-
cessing unit 53 analyzes the live view image and detects a
profile line of a subject with a high contrast ratio (detected
profile line).

In Step S26, the first horizon maintaining assistance pro-
cessing unit 53 performs the detected profile line identifica-
tion and display.

More specifically, as shown in FIG. 3B, the first horizon
maintaining assistance processing unit 53 displays the
detected profile line g2 as a guidance on the screen d display-
ing the live view image and the horizontal reference line gl.

With such a configuration, the live view image, the horizon
reference line, and the detected profile line are outputted and
displayed on the screen of the output unit 19. The user per-
forms changing a photographing position and the like based
on the information thus displayed.

Then, the first horizon maintaining assistance processing
ends.

FIG. 7 is a flowchart illustrating the detailed flow of second
horizon maintaining assistance processing in the image cap-
ture processing.

In Step S41, the second horizon maintaining assistance
processing unit 56 identifies a photographed scene. More
specifically, the second horizon maintaining assistance pro-
cessing unit 56 analyzes a live view image and identifies the
photographed scene.

In Step S42, the second horizon maintaining assistance
processing unit 56 determines whether it is difficult to discern
a live view screen. In other words, the second horizon main-
taining assistance processing unit 56 determines whether the
photographed scene corresponds to a scene that cannot be
discerned well by a user (for example, a scene before night
scene or in backlight).

If it is determined that it is not difficult to discern the live
view screen, it is determined as NO in Step S42, and the
second horizon maintaining assistance processing ends.

On the other hand, if it is determined that it is difficult to
discern the live view screen, it is determined as Yes in Step
S42 and the processing advances to Step S43.
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In Step S43, the second horizon maintaining assistance
processing unit 56 detects the horizontal state. In other words,
the second horizon maintaining assistance processing unit 56
detects the horizontal state based on posture information and
the like acquired from the acceleration sensor.

In Step S44, the second horizon maintaining assistance
processing unit 56 performs horizontal trimming based on the
horizontal state detected on a captured image acquired. As a
result of this, the second horizon maintaining assistance pro-
cessing unit 56 produces a processed image from a captured
image. In other words, as shown in FIG. 4, the second horizon
maintaining assistance processing unit 56 produces a pro-
cessed image by trimming the image ip from the captured
image op based on the horizontal state.

Subsequently, the second horizon maintaining assistance
processing ends.

The image capture apparatus 1 configured as described
above includes the output unit 19, the first horizon maintain-
ing assistance processing unit 53, and the second horizon
maintaining assistance processing unit 56.

The output unit 19 sequentially outputs and displays cap-
tured images on the live view screen as a display screen.

The first horizon maintaining assistance processing unit 53
and the second horizon maintaining assistance processing
unit 56 determine whether it is difficult, by visual recognition
onthe live view screen, to identify a capturing condition of the
captured images that are sequentially outputted and displayed
by the output unit 19.

Furthermore, ifitis determined that it is difficult to identify
the capturing condition of the captured images by visual
recognition on the live view screen, the first horizon main-
taining assistance processing unit 53 and the second horizon
maintaining assistance processing unit 56 display a guidance
relating to capturing conditions on the display screen or
execute correction processing on the captured images.

With such a configuration, regarding the image capture
apparatus 1, it is possible to perform appropriate photography
with only electronic processing even if it is determined that it
is difficult to identify the capturing condition of the captured
images by visual recognition on the live view screen.

Furthermore, the first horizon maintaining assistance pro-
cessing unit 53 performs guidance for a user performing a
manual operation while checking an image capturing condi-
tion on the live view image.

With such a configuration, since a guide for appropriate
photography is displayed by the image capture apparatus 1
even if it is determined that it is difficult to identify the
capturing condition of the captured images by visual recog-
nition on the live view screen, it is possible to provide infor-
mation that helps photographing with an appropriate photo-
graphing composition.

Furthermore, the capturing condition is a photographing
composition.

Furthermore, the first horizon maintaining assistance pro-
cessing unit 53 performs guidance for maintaining the hori-
zontal state of the captured image as a guidance.

With such a configuration, it is possible to provide a user
with information that helps photographing with an appropri-
ate photographing composition by performing the guidance
for maintaining the horizontal state of the captured image at
the image capture apparatus 1.

Furthermore, the first horizon maintaining assistance pro-
cessing unit 53 performs the electronic leveling instrument
display on the live view screen as a guidance for maintaining
the horizontal state of the captured image.

With such a configuration, the guidance is performed that
facilitates the maintenance of the horizontal state at the image
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capture apparatus 1, and it is possible to provide information
that helps improve a photographing composition upon pho-
tographing by maintaining the horizontal state.

Furthermore, the first horizon maintaining assistance pro-
cessing unit 53 detects a profile line with high contrast ratio in
a live view screen that cannot be discerned well by the naked
eye, but can be discerned by an imaging element as a guidance
for maintaining the horizontal state in a captured image.

With such a configuration, since profile lines such as a
horizontal line, a horizon, or an edge line of a building having
high contrast ratio are identified and displayed by the image
capture apparatus 1, it is possible to provide information that
helps improve a photographing composition including not
only its positional relationship, but also the maintenance of
the horizontal state upon photographing.

Furthermore, in a case of performing automatic consecu-
tive photography such as HDR and time-lapse photography,
the first horizon maintaining assistance processing unit 53
can be configured to perform automatic consecutive photog-
raphy without performing guidance after performing the
guidance according to the capturing condition upon starting
automatic consecutive photography.

In the case of automatic consecutive photography, since a
user does not check its live view image upon actual photog-
raphy, it is possible to omit unnecessary display and reduce
electric power consumption by the image capture apparatus 1.

Furthermore, the second horizon maintaining assistance
processing unit 56 performs trimming processing on a cap-
tured image so that an upper side and a lower side of a
trimming frame thereof are set in parallel as horizontal and
acquires a captured image that seems to be photographed in
the horizontal state.

With such a configuration, it is possible to acquire a cap-
tured image of a photographing composition in which the
horizontal state is reliably maintained without requiring a
user’s additional operation at the image capture apparatus 1.

Furthermore, the first horizon maintaining assistance pro-
cessing unit 53 and the second horizon maintaining assistance
processing unit 56 make a determination that it is difficult to
identify the capturing condition of the captured images by
visual recognition on a live view screen for a case determined
as backlight or night scene.

With such a configuration, by clearly defining that a scene
photographed is backlight or night scene at the image capture
apparatus 1, it is possible to determine a capturing condition
necessary for reliable processing.

The first horizon maintaining assistance processing unit 53
and the second horizon maintaining assistance processing
unit 56 further determine a type for the difficulty in a case in
which it is difficult to determine a capturing condition of a
captured image.

Furthermore, the first horizon maintaining assistance pro-
cessing unit 53 and the second horizon maintaining assistance
processing unit 56 execute guidance relating to a capturing
condition or correction processing according to the type for
the difficulty thus determined.

With such a configuration, since it is possible to execute the
guidance or correction processing according to the type for
the difficulty thus determined at the image capture apparatus
1, it is possible to perform appropriate photography.

It should be noted that the present invention is not to be
limited to the aforementioned embodiment, and that modifi-
cations, improvements, etc. within a scope that can achieve
the object of the present invention are also included in the
present invention.

Furthermore, in the abovementioned embodiment,
although it is configured so as to display the horizontal refer-
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ence line on the live view screen so that the user can recognize
the horizontal state, the present invention is not limited
thereto. For example, it can also be configured so as to display
a message, an indicator, and the like, when in an non-hori-
zontal state or in the horizontal state to indicate the horizontal
state.

Furthermore, in the abovementioned embodiment,
although the first horizon maintaining assistance processing
displaying the horizontal position and the second horizon
maintaining assistance processing trimming an image based
on the horizontal position are executed in the same process-
ing, the present invention is not limited thereto. For example,
it can be configured to perform only the first horizon main-
taining assistance processing or the second horizon maintain-
ing assistance processing.

Furthermore, in the abovementioned embodiment,
although the horizontal reference line and the profile line as
well as the live view image are displayed in the first horizon
maintaining assistance processing, it may also be configured
so as to display a background image that allows a user to
easily recognize the horizontal reference line and the profile
line instead of displaying the live view image.

Furthermore, it may also be configured so as to display grid
lines as the first horizon maintaining assistance processing.

Moreover, in the abovementioned embodiment, although
only determination as to whether it is difficult to determine a
capturing condition is made, the present invention is not
limited thereto, and it may also be configured so as to appro-
priately establish the processing of further determining a type
for the difficulty and executing according to the type for the
difficulty thus determined, from various kinds of displays of
the first horizon maintaining assistance processing and the
second horizon maintaining assistance processing.

Furthermore, although thekind of image is not described in
the abovementioned embodiment, a single shoot of a moving
image or a static image, or a consecutive shoot of a static
image may be used.

Furthermore, in the abovementioned embodiment,
although the first horizon maintaining assistance processing
and the second horizon maintaining assistance processing are
performed so as to help photographing with an appropriate
photographing composition, a function such as focus aid may
also be used for display in order to help photographing with
the appropriate focus.

Furthermore, in the abovementioned embodiment,
although the determination that it is difficult to identify the
capturing condition of the captured images by visual recog-
nition on a live view screen is made for the cases determined
as backlight or night scene, the present invention is not lim-
ited thereto. The determination may also be made for situa-
tions in which it is difficult to recognize whether it is photo-
graphed in a horizontal or vertical state based on a captured
image photographed under water or in the forest, for example.
In such a case, it may also be configured so as to determine a
state using and analyzing the captured image with the well-
known analysis technologies, or it may also be configured so
as to determine a state using various sensors such as a sensor
that can detect water.

In the aforementioned embodiments, the digital camera
has been described as an example of the image capture appa-
ratus 1 to which the present invention is applied, but the
present invention is not limited thereto in particular.

For example, the present invention can be applied to any
electronic device in general having the first horizon maintain-
ing assistance processing function and the second horizon
maintaining assistance processing function. More specifi-
cally, for example, the present invention can be applied to a
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lap-top personal computer, a printer, a television, a video
camera, a portable navigation device, a smart phone, a cell
phone device, a smart phone, a portable gaming device, and
the like.

The processing sequence described above can be executed
by hardware, and can also be executed by software.

In other words, the hardware configuration shown in FIG.
2 is merely an illustrative example, and the present invention
is not particularly limited thereto. More specifically, the types
of functional blocks employed to realize the above-described
functions are not particularly limited to the example shown in
FIG. 2, so long as the image capture apparatus 1 can be
provided with the functions enabling the aforementioned pro-
cessing sequence to be executed in its entirety.

A single functional block may be configured by a single
piece of hardware, a single installation of software, or any
combination thereof.

In a case in which the processing sequence is executed by
software, a program configuring the software is installed from
a network or a storage medium into a computer or the like.

The computer may be a computer embedded in dedicated
hardware. Alternatively, the computer may be a computer
capable of executing various functions by installing various
programs, e.g., a general-purpose personal computer.

The storage medium containing such a program can not
only be constituted by the removable medium 31 shown in
FIG. 1 distributed separately from the device main body for
supplying the program to a user, but also can be constituted by
a storage medium or the like supplied to the user in a state
incorporated in the device main body in advance. The remov-
able medium 31 is composed of, for example, a magnetic disk
(including a floppy disk), an optical disk, a magnetic optical
disk, or the like. The optical disk is composed of, for example,
a CD-ROM (Compact Disk-Read Only Memory), a DVD
(Digital Versatile Disk), or the like. The magnetic optical disk
is composed of an MD (Mini-Disk) or the like. The storage
medium supplied to the user in a state incorporated in the
device main body in advance may include, for example, the
ROM 12 shown in FIG. 1, a hard disk included in the storage
unit 20 shown in FIG. 1 or the like, in which the program is
recorded.

It should be noted that, in the present specification, the
steps describing the program recorded in the storage medium
include not only the processing executed in a time series
following this order, but also processing executed in parallel
or individually, which is not necessarily executed in a time
series.

Although some embodiments of the present invention have
been described above, the embodiments are merely exempli-
fication, and do not limit the technical scope of the present
invention. Other various embodiments can be employed for
the present invention, and various modifications such as
omission and replacement are possible without departing
from the spirits of the present invention. Such embodiments
and modifications are included in the scope of the invention
and the summary described in the present specification, and
are included in the invention recited in the claims as well as
the equivalent scope thereof.

While the present invention has been described with refer-
ence to the preferred embodiments, it is intended that the
invention be not limited by any of the details of the descrip-
tion therein but includes all the embodiments which fall
within the scope of the appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. An image capture apparatus, comprising:

an output unit that sequentially outputs and displays cap-

tured images on a display screen;
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a determination unit that determines whether it is difficult
to identify a capturing condition of the captured image
that is sequentially outputted and displayed by the out-
put unit by way of visual recognition of the display
screen; and

an execution unit that, in a case in which the determination
unit determines that it is difficult to identify the captur-
ing condition in the captured image by way of visual
recognition of the display screen, displays a guidance
relating to the capturing condition on the display screen,

wherein the execution unit performs electronic leveling
instrument display on the display screen as the guidance
in order to maintain a horizontal state of the captured
image.

2. The image capture apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the electronic leveling instrument display on the
display screen guides a user to perform a manual operation
while checking the capturing condition on the display screen.

3. The image capture apparatus according to claim 2,
wherein the capturing condition is a photographing compo-
sition.

4. The image capture apparatus according to claim 2,
wherein the execution unit detects a profile line with a high
contrast ratio within the display screen and further performs
identification and display based on the profile line detected, as
the guidance.

5. The image capture apparatus according to claim 2,
wherein

the execution unit performs automatic consecutive photog-
raphy without performing the guidance after performing
the guidance according to a capturing condition upon
starting the automatic consecutive photography.

6. The image capture apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the execution unit further performs correction pro-
cessing, and performs, as the correction processing, trimming
processing on the captured image so that an upper side and a
lower side of a trimming frame are parallel as horizontal.

7. The image capture apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein

the determination unit makes a determination that it is
difficult to identify the captured image by way of visual
recognition on the display screen for a case determined
as backlight or night scene.

8. The image capture apparatus according to claim 1,

wherein

the determination unit makes a determination that it is
difficult to identify the captured image by way of visual
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recognition on the display screen for a case in which it is
difficult to recognize whether it is photographed in a
horizontal or vertical state.

9. The image capture apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the determination unit further determines a type of
difficulty in a case in which it is difficult to determine a
capturing condition of the captured image, and the execution
unit executes the guidance relating to the capturing condition
and correction processing according to the type of difficulty
determined by the determination unit.

10. An image capture method executed by an image cap-
ture apparatus, comprising:

of sequentially outputting and displaying captured images

on a display screen;

of determining whether it is difficult to identify a capturing

condition of the captured image that is sequentially out-
putted and displayed by the output step by way of visual
recognition of the display screen; and

in a case in which the it is determined that it is difficult to

identify the capturing condition in the captured image by
way of visual recognition of the display screen, display-
ing a guidance relating to the capturing condition on the
display screen,

wherein said displaying the guidance comprises perform-

ing electronic leveling instrument display on the display
screen as the guidance in order to maintain a horizontal
state of the captured image.
11. A non-transitory storage medium having stored thereon
a program that is executable by a computer controlling an
image capture apparatus, the program causing the computer
to execute functions comprising:
sequentially outputting and displaying captured images on
a display screen;

determining whether it is difficult to identify a capturing
condition of the captured image that is sequentially out-
putted and displayed by way of visual recognition of the
display screen; and

in a case in which it is determined that it is difficult to

identify the capturing condition in the captured image by
way of visual recognition of the display screen, display-
ing a guidance relating to the capturing condition on the
display screen,

wherein said displaying the guidance comprises perform-

ing electronic leveling instrument display on the display
screen as the guidance in order to maintain a horizontal
state of the captured image.
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